
 ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE of AMERICA 
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ANNUAL VALERIE FRENCH MEMORIAL DINNER AND LECTURE 

 

 

"Painting the Persian Empire: 

How Archaeologists Are Revealing the Lost Colors of Persepolis" 
 

Alexander Nagel, PhD 
 

Associate Professor, 

Fashion Institute of Technology, State University of New York  

 

Thursday, September 17, 2026 
 

at 8:00 pm 

at 

Guapo's Cocina & Bar - Tenleytown  

4515 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 

 

 

The lecture will be preceded by the Washington Society's annual fund-raising 

dinner. 
 

Cash bar from 6:15 to 7:00 pm 

 

Dinner from 7:00 to 8:00 pm 

 

The buffet menu features a choice of traditional Mexican entrees, sides, and dessert.  

 

Note: If you are planning to come for the lecture only, there is no charge, but you must 

reserve a seat in advance, either online or on the attached form, as seats are limited. 

Please plan to arrive by 7:45 pm. 

 

Guapo’s is located at the Tenleytown/AU Metro station. It is also on the Wisconsin Ave 

bus corridor. The restaurant provides subsidized parking in the garage that serves the 

adjacent Tenleytown Whole Foods market. 

The banquet space is on the second floor of the restaurant. There is no elevator, but there 

are restrooms on the second floor. 

 

If you have any questions, contact our Treasurer, Jorge J. Bravo III at jbravo@umd.edu.  

https://guaposrestaurant.com/guapostenleytown
https://maps.app.goo.gl/MYfs1KnVU1hyxnir5
https://maps.app.goo.gl/AWP4YY2ec6qmYGCs5
https://maps.app.goo.gl/AWP4YY2ec6qmYGCs5


RESERVATIONS: 

 

No tickets will be mailed out; the reservation list will be held by the Treasurer at Guapo’s.  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 

 

The DC Society would be grateful if, along with your dinner reservation, you would also 

consider making an additional donation to the Society. You may choose to make an 

unrestricted donation to our general fund or to contribute to one of our society's 

endowments. 

• General Fund: The General Fund is used to cover the refreshments and other expenses 

related to our lectures and other activities.  While local societies receive a small rebate 

from your national AIA membership fee, we rely on additional contributions from our 

local members to cover these recurring expenses. 
 

• Craft Travel Fellowship Endowment: This fund sponsors our Student Travel 

Fellowship, which helps a worthy student with the costs of attending the AIA Annual 

Meeting each year. In 2010, the Board voted to name the Fellowship in memory of our 

late member, Elisabeth Roberts Craft, who administered the Fellowship for 10 years 

until her death in 2009. 
 

• Davison Lecture Endowment:  This fund was established in honor of Louise Dickey 

Davison, who served our local Washington, D.C. Society in numerous roles both as an 

officer and board member and who was commissioned by the national AIA in 1946 to 

conduct a survey of war damage to important museums in London and Berlin.  The fund 

contributes to an annual lecture in her honor. 

 

ALSO, our speaker has generously donated a copy of his award-winning book, Color and 

Meaning in the Art of Achaemenid Persia, which will be raffled off at the event with 

proceeds going to the DC AIA general fund. 

 

To reserve your seat(s) at the dinner and/or to make a contribution or just reserve a spot at 

the lecture, please fill out the attached Reservation form, then: 

 

• To respond/pay online, send a pdf copy of your form to jbravo@umd.edu and visit 

https://www.dcaia.org/copy-of-donate-form to make any payment via Paypal, Venmo 

or Credit Card. 

• To respond/pay by mail and check, print out and send your completed copy of the 

Reservation form, along with a check, to:   
 

Jorge J. Bravo III 

106 Quaint Acres Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD, 20904 

The deadline for reservations is: 

Wednesday, September 9, 2026. 
 

Please add the sum of your dinner tickets to any donation whether paying online or via check.                            

All donations are TAX-DEDUCTIBLE! 

mailto:jbravo@umd.edu
https://www.dcaia.org/copy-of-donate-form


 

 

 ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE of AMERICA 
WASHINGTON, D.C. SOCIETY 

 

ANNUAL VALERIE FRENCH MEMORIAL DINNER AND LECTURE 
 

Reservation & Contribution Form 

 
Name ___________________________________   Email or Phone _______________________________ 

 

 

Please reserve _______ place(s) @ $45 per person for regular members and guests 

 

Please reserve _______ place(s) @ $50 per person for non-members 

 

I cannot attend, but I would be happy to subsidize a college student’s attendance: 

 

Please reserve ______ place(s) @ $30 per person for sponsored students to attend 

 

Please reserve ______ place(s) @ $10 per person for students 

 

 

 

For nametags, please list names of other attendees in your party: ____________________________ 

 

 

 

          Total for dinner reservations:  $_____________                   

 

    Gift to the Washington Society:   $_____________                           Make check payable to  

                                                                                                            Washington DC Society AIA 

    Gift to Craft Travel Fellowship:  $_____________                 

 

                Gift to Davison Lecture:  $_____________                 

 

     Raffle tix for Color and Meaning $_____________ 

     in the Art of Achaemenid Persia 

     (@ $5 ea.)                                                                                                         

 

                              Total enclosed:  $_____________ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lecture only:  Please reserve ____ seat/s for  ____________________________ (your name) 

 

Reservations & payments must be received by Wednesday, September 9, 2026 
 

Email a pdf copy of your form to jbravo@umd.edu and visit https://www.dcaia.org/copy-of-donate-

form to make any payment via Paypal, Venmo or Credit Card OR 

 

Print a copy of your form and mail it and check to: Jorge J. Bravo III, 106 Quaint Acres Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD, 20904, 

 

Name of member: ________________________________________ 

 

Phone number: __________________________________________ 

https://www.dcaia.org/copy-of-donate-form
https://www.dcaia.org/copy-of-donate-form

